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public against kerosene smuggling. Make no de-
lay in opening up your trunks and,bags, so that
we may see if you are smuggling any kerosene."
"But this is nonsense!77 declared Wen. "You
well know from the amount, the size and appear-
ance of my luggage that I have no room therein
to store or smuggle kerosene. Why, then, should
you bother me with this senseless demand?"

Thereupon the officials threatened. But Wen
was obdurate. He refused to submit to their de-
mands in such terms that at length the greedy
officials were cowed.

Whereupon the other passengers came and
pleaded with him.

"Let this examination be made also, for if you
do not they will keep us here unduly and without
reason," they pleaded.   Still Wen would not sub-
mit to the imposition, thinking it an auspicious
occasion to begin the practice of his reform.
Then the captain of the junk came and growled.
"I am sorry for you and the passengers," re-
turned Wen.  "But I shall make amends when we
arrive in port by helping you appeal your case (if
you can) to higher officials, who, if they are just,
will see that these men are punished for their or-
ganized conspiracy to extort from the public by
their progressive system of corrupt examination."
At this the junk captain laughed.
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